
 
PROJECT SUMMARY 

Albemarle County 
Biscuit Run Acquisition 

 

Locality: Albemarle County Acres: 16.3 
Board Meeting: 9/25/2025  Staff Lead: Emily White  Region: Central 

VOF Project # TBD       VOF Instrument # TBD      VOF Property # TBD        VOF Application # 26-01-01 

Project Description/Property Features 
Albemarle County seeks grant funding to purchase a 16.3-acre property adjoining Biscuit Run Park on 
two sides. This acquisition will permanently expand the park to over 1,200 acres while enabling 
Albemarle County to establish, operate, and maintain a long-planned, off-site, public-access greenway 
trail between the park, multiple residential neighborhoods, and the Rivanna Trail. The mature, forested, 
steep slopes upstream from the Avon Swamp natural heritage site will be permanently conserved. 

 

Project Type 
☐ Charitable Contribution ☐  Protection of Owned Land 
☐  Partial Purchase of Open-Space Easement ☐ Other: _____________________ 
☒ Fee Simple Acquisition  

 
 Instrument Type  

☐ Deed of Open-Space Easement ☐ Deed of Conveyance/Acquisition 
☒ Deed of Dedication to Open Space ☐ Other: ______________________ 
Land Protection Agent  
☐ VOF ☒ Locality: Albemarle County (Applicant) 
☐ Other State Agency: ____________________ ☐ Other: ______________________ 

Funding Source & Amount 
☒ VOF Grant Program(s): PTF ☐ External Grant Program(s): ______________  

Amount Requested: $160,000 Amount Requested/Secured: $____________ 
☐ Tax Benefits (Sought by Applicant) ☐ Not Applicable 
  Staff Recommendation 
Conservation Project:  

☒ Approve project as presented. 
☐ Approve project, contingent upon satisfaction of the following: ______________  
☐ Approve project, final VOF easement terms to be approved at subsequent Board of Trustees 
     Meeting. 

Conservation Funding: 
☐ Not applicable 
☒ Approve requested funding: $160,000 
☐ Approve recommended funding: $ ___________________  
☐ Approved administratively, PTF-Easement Assistance: $___________________  

 

 
Notes: N/A 
 



 
 

Conservation Purposes  
Natural Habitat and Biological Diversity: 

• The property is part of an ecological core with a rating of C4 (Moderate) by the Virginia 
Department of Conservation and Recreation’s Natural Landscape Assessment (VaNLA) which 
indicates the property may support many habitat and ecosystem values. 

• The property contains a DCR-Division of Natural Heritage dedicated Natural Heritage 
Conservation Site, indicating the property contains habitat for one or more natural heritage 
resources (rare plants, animals, communities, or geologic features). 

• The property is located within an area categorized in The Nature Conservancy’s (TNC) Resilient 
and Connected Landscapes Project as Resilient, indicating that the area contains both complex 
landscapes (with a “wide array of micro-climates”) and connected landscapes (“allowing species 
to move and disperse”). According to TNC, resilient sites are those in which conservation 
actions have the best chance of succeeding in the long term. 
 

Scenic/Open Space: 
• Adjacent to Biscuit Run State Park, protecting this property will enlarge a vast area of land that 

will never be disturbed by development and will be available for public use and enjoyment. 
 
Outdoor Recreation, Education, or Research: 

• The property will be open to the public, not only enlarging Biscuit Run State Park, but also 
creating a trail system from the City of Charlottesville to the park, increasing off-road pedestrian 
and bike access. 

Project Details  
The Governing Document: The primary terms contained in the deed or instrument are listed below in 
a condensed form. The complete terms, conditions, and restrictions are in the recorded deed. 
 
1. Divisions permitted: 0  Maximum Properties: 1 

 
2. Impervious Coverage Limitations: Total impervious coverage, including that of both existing 

and future improvements, may not exceed 9.02% of the total property.  
 

3. Buildings and Structures: Only buildings and structures allowed are those that support public 
use of the property as a park.  
 

4. Management of Forest: Terms to be determined by Albemarle County, which will hold the 
easement. 
 

5. Water Quality Protection Areas: N/A, No water on the property. 
 
6. Unique Deed Provisions: N/A 

 
7. Public Access: ☐ NO  ☒ YES    

 
8. Sign Required: ☐ NO ☒ YES   

 
9. Consolidation of Tax Parcels: ☐ NO  ☐ YES   ☒ TBD 

Summarize: To be determined should funding be awarded. 
 

 



 
 

Further Discussion 
N/A 

 
Comprehensive Plan  
Has the locality confirmed the project is in compliance with the comprehensive plan?  
☒ YES    ☐ NO     
DETAILS: Documented in PTF grant application submitted by locality. 

 
Public Infrastructure Information                   Conflicts with published plans Yes No 
Roads:   ☐ ☐ 
Rail:  ☐ ☐ 
Utilities:  ☐ ☐ 
Notes: To be determined if grant award is made. 

 
Revision Date 03/04/2025 
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Comprehensive Plan  
Has the locality confirmed the project is in compliance with the comprehensive plan?  
☒ YES    ☐ NO     
DETAILS: Letter of support from Amherst County’s Dept. of Community Development, 8/22/24.  

 
Public Infrastructure Information                                 Conflicts with published plans Yes No 
Roads: Email correspondence with Robert Brown 9/8/25 ☐ ☒ 
Rail:  ☐ ☒ 

Utilities:  ☐ ☒ 

Notes:  
 

Revision Date 03/04/2025 
 

 



























 
PROJECT SUMMARY 

Scott and Judy Strang 
 

Locality: Amherst Acres: 60 

Board Meeting: 9/25/2025  Staff Lead: Patrick Sweatt Region: Central 
VOF Project # 5107     VOF Instrument # 8518     VOF Property # 5989 

Project Description/Property Features 
60-acre forested property in rural Amherst County. The property has been maintained to protect water 
quality for Cornfield Branch, a tributary of the Pedlar River, and is near to the George Washington-
Jefferson National Forest. Numerous other protected lands are within the immediate vicinity and the 
easement serves to protect a natural area that comprises a ridge and riverine bottomlands of exceptional 
forest quality. 

 

Project Type 
☒ Charitable Contribution ☐  Protection of Owned Land 
☐  Partial Purchase of Open-Space Easement ☐ Other: _____________________ 
☐ Fee Simple Acquisition  

 
 Instrument Type  

☒ Deed of Open-Space Easement ☐ Deed of Conveyance/Acquisition 
☐ Deed of Dedication to Open Space ☐ Other: ______________________ 
Land Protection Agent  
☒ VOF ☐ Locality: ____________________ 
☐ Other State Agency: ____________________ ☐ Other: ______________________ 

Funding Source & Amount 
☐ VOF Grant Program(s): _________________ ☐ External Grant Program(s): ______________  

Amount Requested/Approved: $___________ Amount Requested/Secured: $____________ 
☒ Tax Benefits (Sought by Applicant) ☐ Not Applicable 
  Staff Recommendation 
Conservation Project:  

☐ Approve project as presented. 
☒ Approve project, contingent upon satisfaction of the following: Completed Title Review  
☐ Approve project, final VOF easement terms to be approved at subsequent Board of Trustees 
     Meeting. 

Conservation Funding: 
☒ Not applicable 
☐ Approve requested funding: $_______________________ 
☐ Approve recommended funding: $____________________ 
☐ Approved administratively, PTF-Easement Assistance: $___________________  

 

Notes: Enter Notes 
 

 



 
 

Conservation Purposes  
Forestal Use:  

• The property has ‘exceptional’ Forest Conservation Values and substantial riverine bottomlands 
and intermittent streams. 
 

Preservation of Scenic Open Space: 
• The property lies within one half-mile of George Washington and Jefferson National Forest, as 

well as several other easements held by VOF and other land trusts.  
 

Watershed Preservation: 
• Cornfield Branch, a tributary of the Pedlar River which provides drinking water to the City of 

Lynchburg, has over 600 feet of frontage along the property.  
 

Project Details  
The Governing Document: The primary terms contained in the deed or instrument are listed below in 
a condensed form. The complete terms, conditions, and restrictions are in the recorded deed. 
 
1. Divisions permitted: 0  Maximum Properties: 1 

 
2. Impervious Coverage Limitations: Total impervious coverage, including that of both existing 

and future improvements, may not exceed 13,000 square feet.  
 

3. Buildings and Structures.  
Any new building or structure exceeding 5,000 square feet in ground area, must have Grantee’s 
prior review and written approval. No building may exceed 35 feet in height. No more than 1 
detached (freestanding) dwellings may be maintained or constructed on the Property. Other than 
renewable energy facilities, all new buildings and structures exceeding 500 square feet in ground 
area must be located in designated Building Envelopes. Any freestanding dwelling must be 
located in a Building Envelope.  
 

4. Management of Forest: 
A pre-harvest plan must be submitted to VOF for approval no later than fourteen days before the 
proposed date of a material timber harvest or land clearing activity. Best Management Practices 
for Water Quality as promulgated by the Virginia Department of Forestry must be used when a 
material timber harvest or land clearing activity is undertaken. 
 

5. Water Quality Protection Areas: 75 feet buffer on Cornfield Branch and its tributaries 
 
6. Unique Deed Provisions: No structures larger than 500 square feet in ground area may be built 

within the 100 foot road setback off of Dancing Creek Road. 
 

7. Public Access: ☒ NO  ☐ YES    
 

8. Sign Required: ☒ NO ☐ YES   
 
9. Consolidation of Tax Parcels: ☒ NO  ☐ YES   ☐ N/A  

 



 
 

 
Further Discussion 
Further Discussion 

 
Comprehensive Plan  
Has the locality confirmed the project is in compliance with the comprehensive plan?  
☒ YES    ☐ NO     
DETAILS: County approval on 6/24/2025  

 
Public Infrastructure Information                                 Conflicts with published plans Yes No 
Roads:   Dancing Creek Road ☐ ☒ 
Rail:  ☐ ☐ 
Utilities:  ☐ ☐ 
Notes: VDOT Approval on 6/26/2025 

 
Revision Date 04/10/2025 
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