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Dear Ms. White, 

application to the Virginia 
Outdoors Foundation for the development of amenities at Big Cherry Lake.

For many years local and state governments have championed efforts to improve local economies through 
diversification in the face of a declining coal industry. Increasingly, these
efforts have turned to promoting ecotourism in the region by embracing the area's natural
beauty.   

One of 
High Knob, Big Cherry Lake has the opportunity to become a premier outdoor destination for the 
Southwest Virginia region.  The Town of Big Stone Gap is already working to develop campsites and 
improve walking trails around Big Cherry Lake.  This work will help connect and enhance regional 
outdoor destinations of the nearby Flag Rock Recreation Area, High Knob Recreation Area, High Knob 
Observation Tower, Devil's Bathtub, and throughout the vast Jefferson National Forest.

Support is needed by Virginia Outdoors Foundation to help the improvements at Big Cherry Lake 
continue.  The projects included in this application include adding a concrete boat ramp and an ADA 
compliant fishing pier at Big Cherry Lake.  These additional outdoor assets will not only allow increase 
fishing access to fisherman and boaters alike, but the project will also increase fishing access to 
individuals with decreased mobility.

The development of the recreational area at Big Cherry Lake will have a positive economic impact on the 
entire region, and it is with great enthusiasm that I give my full support to the Friends of Southwest 

oundation for Big Cherry Lake. 

Sincerely, 

Delegate Terry G. Kilgore
Majority Leader 
Virginia House of Delegates




